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Purpose of This Overview
This briefing is designed to provide residents with a clear, non-technical understanding of four key tools used to guide growth and protect quality of life in Virginia Beach:
0. Blue Line
0. Green Line
0. Transition Area
0. Interfacility Traffic Area (ITA)
Each of these represents a long-standing policy effort by the city to balance development, environmental protection, and military compatibility.

📘 1. The Blue Line
0. Definition: The Blue Line marks the southern limit of where public sewer and water infrastructure can extend.
0. Purpose: To prevent urban sprawl into rural or environmentally sensitive areas by limiting high-density development.
0. History: Adopted in the 1970s as part of groundwater protection and smart infrastructure planning.

📗 2. The Green Line
0. Definition: A planning boundary separating urban/suburban development from rural lands.
0. Purpose: To contain suburban sprawl, protect farmland, and maintain a clear rural identity in southern Virginia Beach.
0. History: Introduced in the city’s 1980 Comprehensive Plan; reaffirmed through multiple land use updates.

🌿 3. The Transition Area
0. Definition: A buffer zone between dense suburban neighborhoods and protected rural areas.
0. Purpose: Allows low-density, semi-rural residential development—serving as a transition between the urban north and rural south.
0. History: Created in the 1990s to provide a compromise between growth pressure and land preservation, the Transition Area supports large-lot homes, open space, and rural character.

✈️ 4. Interfacility Traffic Area (ITA)
0. Definition: A strategic corridor of land between NAS Oceana and Fentress Naval Airfield.
0. Purpose: Maintains military flight safety and readiness by restricting incompatible land use—especially dense housing or commercial activity.
0. History: Formally established in 1996 via an agreement between the City of Virginia Beach and the Department of Defense. It remains a critical part of national defense strategy and local planning.

🔍 Why These Tools Matter
Each policy tool plays a vital role in:
0. Controlling flood risk and overdevelopment
0. Protecting drinking water and sensitive ecosystems
0. Maintaining military operations and noise buffers
0. Ensuring thoughtful growth over time
They represent decades of planning, citizen input, and interagency collaboration, and are still in place today to guide responsible decision-making.
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