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Good morning, folks

As you may recall, the Virginia Beach Council of Civic Organizations has started a new initiative (press
release enclosed) called Conversations with the City for the purpose of more public engagement
on citywide issues. The “missing middle” /Expanded Housing Opportunities (EHO) is one of those
subjects that has a goal of eliminating single-family zoning to allow for multi-family structures to be
built in established, suburban neighborhoods.

The VBCCO is opposed to the elimination of single-family zoning in established, suburban
neighborhoods.

However, allowing new subdivisions to be created with this type of zoning, where the home buyer
understands the nature of the type of neighborhood they are buying into, and does so of their own
free, will should be acceptable. Trying to “retrofit” established, suburban neighborhoods is a poor
idea.

® VBCCO webpage on this subject: hitps://vbcco.org/content.aspx?
page id=22&club_id=312677&module_id=688011

® VBCCO Facebook page on this subject: https://www.facebook.com/VBCCO.ORG

® Source: Washington Post: https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2024/09/27/missing-
middle-ruling-lawsuit-housing-arlington/?

Useful considerations:
This month the VBCCO Facebook page has had a reach (unique users who saw the page or post) of
22,400 people.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE



VIRGINIA BEACH, VA – September 9, 2024 – The Virginia Beach Council of Civic Organizations (VBCCO) is excited to announce the launch of a groundbreaking new initiative, “Conversations with the City”. This program aims to foster open, proactive dialogue between the VBCCO, its member Civic Organizations, and key city entities, including the Virginia Beach City Council, the Virginia Beach Planning Commission, the City Manager and Deputy City Managers, and the Virginia Beach Planning Department.



“Conversations with the City” will focus primarily on land-use issues, a vital aspect of the city's future development. The goal of the initiative is to address potentially contentious issues early in the planning process, allowing for greater collaboration and mutual understanding between city leaders and the communities they serve.



"Land-use decisions have a profound impact on our neighborhoods," said Rick Boyles, VBCCO President. "This initiative will give our member Civic Organizations a platform to engage with city officials in a more structured and meaningful way. By working together earlier in the process, we can ensure that the voices of residents are heard and that decisions reflect the best interests of both the community and the city."



The VBCCO believes that “Conversations with the City” will strengthen relationships between community stakeholders and city leaders, helping to create solutions that are beneficial to all. Through this initiative, regular forums will be held to discuss ongoing and future land-use developments. Civic leaders will have an opportunity to voice their concerns and ideas, and city officials will provide insights into their plans and policies.



“Conversations with the City” is set to begin in September 2024 with the first public forum scheduled for September 23, 2024 at the Mayoral Forum. (https://vbcco.org/events) The VBCCO encourages all member Civic Organizations and residents to participate, ensuring that this important dialogue reflects the diverse needs of our community.



For more information about “Conversations with the City” or to get involved, please visit www.vbcco.org or contact us at president@vbcco.org. 



### 



About VBCCO:  

The Virginia Beach Council of Civic Organizations (VBCCO), founded by Civic Leagues in 1959, is a non-profit consisting of an alliance of Civic Leagues, Homeowner Associations, and neighborhood groups that work together to advocate for the interests of the citizens of Virginia Beach. Through education, collaboration, and leadership, the VBCCO strives to create a stronger, more connected community for all residents. 

For media inquiries or additional information, please contact:  

Virginia Beach Council of Civic Organizations (VBCCO)  

Rick Boyles, President

757-589-4893

president@vbcco.org

www.vbcco.org	
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Google was kind enough to send us another 250 to our webpage:
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Thank you for your continuing dedication and service to the City of Virginia Beach.

James R. ‘Reek” Bagles
James R. “Rick” Boyles
President

Virginia Beach Council of Civic Organizations

www.vbcco.org

https://www.facebook.com/VBCCO.ORG/

-

®


https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vbcco.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Crick.boyles%40computernetworksinc.com%7C723c9ef7c0c04f8f3f8d08dcdfd28cd5%7C3045619287454a2c94c8f5333d367cf5%7C0%7C0%7C638631344081117173%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zjUmY03EU0vkU7agcFs8sgmZ5lGGkCOVIM4f7t%2FzECw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FVBCCO.ORG%2F&data=05%7C02%7Crick.boyles%40computernetworksinc.com%7C723c9ef7c0c04f8f3f8d08dcdfd28cd5%7C3045619287454a2c94c8f5333d367cf5%7C0%7C0%7C638631344081132100%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LOeM9AA9AWRdGS8kgXpFsFJNQ%2FOY3%2F0232Bpr%2ByMIfs%3D&reserved=0

Never doubt that a small group
of thoughtful, committed citizens

can change the world. Indeed, it is
the only thing that ever has.

MARGARET MEAD




