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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
This is not a development project—it is a restoration and renewal initiative, led by 
individuals with deep respect for the property's history, its public value, and the 
importance of preserving open space in an area of the city experiencing increasing 
development pressure. 

Virginia Beach National Golf Club stands as one of the region’s most visible and 
valuable recreational assets. This proposal reflects a shared vision with the City of 
Virginia Beach: to preserve and elevate the facility into a world-class golf, events, and 
community destination—while maintaining full public access and long-term civic 
benefit. 

Our approach is anchored by a uniquely qualified leadership team, each playing a 
distinct and essential role in the project’s success: 

Ed Augustine serves as the principal owner and overall leader of this effort, 
bringing both vision and long-term commitment to the community he has called 
home for over 50 years. A successful entrepreneur, philanthropist, and current 
President of the Cavalier Golf & Yacht Club, Ed’s leadership is rooted in civic 
responsibility, local reinvestment, and the belief that Virginia Beach National 
should remain a vital public asset for generations to come. 

Marc Leishman  offers worldwide recognition and reach as an internationally 
known PGA TOUR and LIV Golf champion. A resident of the Courthouse area 
and co-founder, with his wife Audrey, of the Begin Again Foundation, Marc 
brings both global stature and authentic local connection—positioning Virginia 
Beach National to thrive as a respected and visible facility in the broader golf 
landscape. 

Chris Coleman  ensures expert day-to-day operational leadership, backed by 
decades of golf industry experience. A former PGA TOUR and TPC Network 
executive with deep regional roots, Chris has managed public-private 
partnerships, overseen multi-course portfolios, and played the lead role in the 
original opening of TPC Virginia Beach (known now as Virginia Beach National). 

Jane Parke Batten, Cheryl McLeskey, and Governor Bob McDonnell — 
together as our Advisory Partners — form an exceptional steering and support 
team whose combined philanthropic reach, civic influence, and regional 
leadership provide unmatched guidance and credibility. Their combined voice 
strengthens the project’s alignment with public values and helps ensure it 
advances the long-term interests of Virginia Beach residents.
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RECLAIMING THE PROMISE

Yesterday’s Vision, Today’s Challenges, Tomorrow’s Potential


Virginia Beach National stands today as one of the most architecturally significant 
golf properties in the region—a course originally conceived and built to operate at 
a championship level. When it first opened, it did so under its original name, TPC of 
Virginia Beach, signaling its intended place within one of the most elite families of golf 
courses in the world.


“TPC” stands for Tournament Players Club—the PGA TOUR’s exclusive network 
of championship-caliber facilities, regarded globally as some of the finest, most 
meticulously designed, and highest-
performing tournament venues in the 
sport.  These are not ordinary golf 
courses; they are purpose-built to host 
the strongest fields in golf, withstand 
worldwide television scrutiny, and 
deliver the strategy, infrastructure, and 
architectural sophistication required of 
true TOUR-level destinations.


Virginia Beach National was built to 
be exactly that.  Designed by legendary architect  Pete Dye, the mastermind 
behind  TPC Sawgrass—home of  THE PLAYERS Championship, the PGA TOUR’s 
strongest annual field and richest purse—the course was sculpted over several years 
with Dye personally walking, revising, and refining the land. Every contour, bunker, 
sightline, and risk-reward decision was crafted with the standards of the TOUR in mind. 
Its proximity to the Sportsplex provided natural tournament infrastructure, including 
parking, staging, hospitality, and fan movement—advantages few golf properties 
anywhere can match.


In its earliest days, this facility was envisioned as a catalyst for a new 
era of golf-driven tourism in Virginia Beach—drawing traveling 
golfers during shoulder seasons, attracting a more affluent clientele 
to oceanfront and Sandbridge lodging, and positioning the city as a 
Mid-Atlantic destination for championship-caliber golf. It was meant 
to be memorable, competitive, nationally recognized, and an anchor 
for regional economic activity.
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But like all courses, especially championship-caliber designs, Virginia Beach National 
requires continuous reinvestment. Over time, without consistent capital infusion, the 
facility has suffered from predictable and mounting challenges:


• A 25-year old irrigation system needing replacement 
• Greens approaching at the end of their useful lifespan 
• Lake bank erosion and structurally declining stormwater systems 
• Regional developments draining runoff water onto the property 
• An aging clubhouse that no longer reflects the stature or ambition of the 

original vision


These are not cosmetic blemishes—they are structural realities that threaten the 
long-term viability of a premier golf property. 


Compounding this is a stark regional trend: public golf in Virginia Beach has been 
disappearing.


• Bow Creek – gone

• Owl’s Creek – gone

• Signature at West Neck – the only other high-end daily fee in the city – gone

• Another nearby course is now for sale with no viable takers, facing the same 

crushing capital and stormwater challenges 

Across the region, multiple courses have closed for the same reason: they simply 
cannot produce enough revenue to meet long-term capital obligations. Because every 
dollar of profit — even in strong years — must be reserved for future capital 
replacements like irrigation, greens reconstruction, and cart path restoration (each a 
seven-figure project on its own). As a result, positive economic impacts are not long 
lasting. 
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Our interest isn’t ROI. Our interest is LEGACY.


We offer a chance to bring the original vision of this course back to life and finally 
realize the promise it was meant to deliver. A revitalized Virginia Beach National — 
working hand in hand with the Convention & Visitors Bureau, tourism partners, hotels, 
local businesses, and community organizations — offers a durable, sustainable, net-
positive economic engine. Unlike development, which provides a sharp but 
temporary spike in economic output while burdening city services for generations, this 
vision produces  long-term revenue and long-term civic value  without requiring 
municipal subsidy.


The original vision for this place was grand. Much of that has faded from memory or 
simply been forgotten. But it has not been lost. With partnership, reinvestment, and 
leadership, Virginia Beach National can once again become the course it was meant to 
be—a championship venue, a tourism anchor, a community asset, and a point of 
pride for the largest city in Virginia. The alternative—development—would generate a 
quick spike in economic activity, but it would not be durable. It would strain city 
services, worsen stormwater challenges, reduce surrounding property values, conflict 
with ITA realities, and erase a legacy asset that can never be recreated. 
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LEADERSHIP BUILT FOR IMPACT
We are proud to introduce a leadership group uniquely qualified to deliver on every 
aspect of this proposal—financial, operational, community-driven, and globally visible. 
This team blends deep local commitment, national expertise, and international brand 
recognition, uniting individuals who have built successful businesses, operated elite 
golf properties, shaped youth programs, and competed at the highest levels of the 
sport. Each member contributes a distinct strength—ownership, visibility, strategic 
influence, or operational leadership—but it is their shared vision, complementary 
experience, and longstanding reputations that set this group apart.


At the core of Virginia Beach Golf Partners is a governance and financial structure 
designed for long-term stability. Ed Augustine, founder of Paramount Builders and one 
of the region’s most accomplished business leaders, provides the financial capacity 
and sustained commitment required for a project of this scale. Marc Leishman, an 
international championship golfer, brings global brand appeal, credibility, and industry 
influence—opening doors to partnerships, media exposure, and tourism opportunities 
far beyond Virginia Beach. Complementing this is Chris Coleman, a veteran of the 
PGA TOUR’s TPC Network, whose decades of experience operating premier golf 
properties ensure the facility is managed with the highest standards of excellence, 
efficiency, and long-term vision.


Equally important is the exceptional caliber of our advisory team: Jane Parke Batten, 
Cheryl McLeskey, and Governor Bob McDonnell. Few groups in Virginia combine 
more philanthropic influence, civic leadership, and regional stewardship. Ms. Batten’s 
transformative support for education, youth development, and community 
advancement—including her instrumental role in establishing The First Tee at Virginia 
Beach National—provides unmatched continuity and purpose. Mrs. McLeskey’s 
leadership of one of the region’s most respected real estate and philanthropic families 
adds historic perspective, economic insight, and a strong commitment to civic 
betterment. Governor McDonnell contributes decades of public service, statewide 
policy experience, and a deep understanding of governance and economic 
development. Together, their vision and credibility anchor this project in community 
values and long-term public benefit.


Through these partnerships and strategic market alignments, Virginia Beach National 
will no longer operate as a simple stand-alone municipal asset. It will function as a 
regional economic engine, a tourism amplifier, and a collaborative hub at the 
intersection of golf, hospitality, youth development, and civic life. This unified 
leadership structure positions the project for not just operational success—but 
transformational civic impact.
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LEADERSHIP TEAM


ED AUGUSTINE: Owner / Principal Partner    


A Lifelong Pillar of the Virginia Beach Community


Ed Augustine has been a cornerstone of the Virginia 
Beach community since 1971.    Attending Green 
Run High School’s inaugural class in 1979, Ed 
quickly established himself as a driven and 
visionary entrepreneur. By age 26, he founded 
Paramount Builders, a multi-state remodeling 
company that grew into one of the Top 25 largest in 
the nation—an early reflection of his ambition and 
leadership.

 


Ed’s ties to Virginia Beach run deep. He has lived in 
the Courthouse area for most of his life, the same 
community that surrounds Virginia Beach National 
Golf Club. For 17 years, he lived on the 3rd hole of 
The Signature at West Neck, underscoring both his 
connection to the game and his support of local 
golf. Ed and his wife of 36 years, Caren, raised three 
children—all Virginia Tech graduates—who now reside in Pungo with families of their 
own. Ed and Caren are proud grandparents of eight young grandchildren, all under the 
age of eight.

 

Beyond business, Ed has devoted decades to serving the community. He has been an 
active member and deacon in local churches for 40 years, served on the board of the 
Boys & Girls Club, and coached multiple youth sports teams—including GCA girls’ high 
school softball, leading them to two state championships. Ed also built and led a 
world-ranked men’s softball team that captured two World titles. His combined athletic 
and entrepreneurial accomplishments have earned him induction into both the Amateur 
Softball Association Hall of Fame and the Home Improvement Hall of Fame.

 

Through his family foundation, Ed has donated approximately $10 million to local and 
national causes, including Va Beach Home Now (Homeless), Recovery for Life (Drug/
Alcohol Addiction), Wave City Care, St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital and most 
recently the Tim Tebow Foundation—reflecting his belief in giving back to the 
community that shaped him.
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After 34 years at the helm of Paramount Builders, 
Ed sold the company to focus on family and new 
opportunities to serve Virginia Beach. Today, as 
President of The Cavalier Golf & Yacht Club, he 
leads 250 employees and has championed major 
improvements across the club, from tennis and 
pickleball facilities to pool enhancements and a full 
golf course renovation.

 

Ed’s vision for Virginia Beach National is grounded 
in preservation, community value, and long-term 
stewardship. He is committed to enhancing the 
course—not developing it—ensuring it remains a 
treasured asset for golfers, families, and the 
broader Virginia Beach community. From racing 
Soapbox Derby cars at Mount Trashmore as a 

young boy to investing in local schools, sports, and charities, Ed’s lifelong dedication 
to Virginia Beach continues to shape every project he pursues. 

MARC LEISHMAN: Golf Professional Emeritus   


Marc Leishman is a celebrated Golf 
Professional with a storied career that 
spans both the PGA Tour and LIV 
Golf. During his time on the PGA Tour, 
Marc claimed six notable victories, 
including the Travelers Championship 
in 2012 and the Arnold Palmer 
Invitational in 2017. Now playing the 
LIV Tour, Marc’s most recent win was 
the 2025 LIV Golf event in Miami. He 
spent several years ranked within the 
top 20 golfers globally, peaking as 
high as 12th in the world.


Off the course, Marc and his wife Audrey Leishman are dedicated Courthouse area 
residents and the founders of the Begin Again Foundation, which supports sepsis 
survivors and other community health initiatives. Their charitable work, combined with 
Marc’s international reputation, brings invaluable visibility and prestige to the golf 
facility. His experience and connections will help elevate operations and foster greater 
community engagement, ensuring that the facility thrives as a beloved local asset. 
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CHRIS COLEMAN: Managing Partner  


Chris Coleman is a veteran golf and hospitality executive with decades of leadership 
experience across high-end public, private, municipal, and resort operations. A 
longtime resident of the Virginia Beach Courthouse area, Chris pairs national-level 
expertise with a deep personal commitment to the community he calls home.


He spent nearly two decades with the PGA TOUR and its prestigious TPC Network, 
half of that time at the world-renowned TPC Sawgrass in Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida, 
home of THE PLAYERS Championship. In Virginia Beach, Chris played a pivotal role in 
the opening of TPC Virginia Beach (now Virginia Beach National) and brings firsthand 
experience operating facilities consistently recognized among the finest in the game.


Over his career, Chris has overseen multi-facility operations within the TPC Network, 
managed nine golf properties in the Hampton Roads region alone, and facilitated 
multiple golf course property transactions. His leadership portfolio includes 
comprehensive oversight of food and beverage operations across several facilities, 
encompassing restaurant construction, renovation, and multi-site F&B management. 
He is also well-versed in on-site resort hotel 
operations and played a key role in strengthening 
the relationship between TPC Sawgrass and its 
associated Marriott hotel — experience that 
informs his expertise in integrated golf-and-
lodging operations, stay-and-play packaging, and 
destination-level guest experience. In addition, he 
has helped establish and/or expand The First Tee 
programs of South Hampton Roads and the 
Peninsula, underscoring his longstanding 
commitment to youth development and 
community access to the game.


With a proven record of operational excellence, 
civic partnership, and regional leadership, Chris 
Coleman offers a rare combination of local insight, 
nat iona l exper ience, and resu l ts-dr iven 
management ideally suited to guiding the future of 
Virginia Beach National. 
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ADVISORY TEAM 

JANE PARKE BATTEN: 


Jane Parke Batten is a distinguished philanthropist and civic leader whose generosity 
and hands-on leadership have shaped the educational, cultural, and youth-
development landscape across 
Virginia. A longtime resident of 
Virginia Beach and a member of 
one o f t he reg ion ’s mos t 
influential philanthropic families, 
Ms. Batten has devoted her life 
to strengthening communities 
through strategic, high-impact 
giving.


Ms. Batten was the driving force 
behind the establishment of 
The First Tee at Virginia Beach 
National, playing a central and 
irreplaceable role in ensuring the 
facility came to life. Her close relationships with former PGA TOUR Commissioner Tim 
Finchem, legendary golf course architect  Pete Dye, and his wife and design 
partner Alice Dye—who designed the First Tee course—were instrumental in bringing 
together the people, resources, and commitments needed to make the project 
possible. She personally coordinated key partnerships, secured vital support, and 
continued to fund and steward the facility throughout its development and operations. 
As a result, thousands of local children have gained access to youth programming, 
character development, and life-changing opportunities in the game of golf.


Her philanthropic leadership extends broadly across higher education. Ms. Batten has 
made transformative contributions to  Virginia Wesleyan University, advancing 
academic excellence and campus development; to the  University of Virginia, 
establishing the institution’s first endowed professorships; to The College of William & 
Mary, supporting the Batten School of Coastal & Marine Sciences; and to  Hollins 
University, where she has championed leadership development initiatives. She has 
additionally been honored by Old Dominion University with the Martin Luther King Jr. 
Memorial Award for her decades of civic engagement and service to underserved 
communities.


Above all, Jane Batten remains deeply committed to ensuring that Virginia Beach 
National and The First Tee remain protected, strengthened, and accessible for 
future generations. Her leadership, vision, and lifelong dedication to community 
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advancement make her an invaluable supporter of this initiative and one of the most 
respected philanthropic figures in the Commonwealth of Virginia.


 


BOB MCDONNELL:


Governor Bob McDonnell served seven terms in the Virginia House of Delegates before 
being elected Virginia Attorney General in 2005 and later the 71st Governor of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, serving from 2010 to 2014. A U.S. Army veteran, he 
completed 4½ years of active duty and 16 years in the Army Reserves, retiring as a 
Lieutenant Colonel. His career includes roles as a Virginia Beach prosecutor, partner at 
Huff, Poole & Mahoney, and operations manager with American Hospital Supply 
Corporation.


He currently teaches law and government at 
Regent University and serves as a Distinguished 
Professor at George Mason University and Liberty 
University. He is also the president and founder of 
The McDonnell Group, a consulting and business 
development firm, and has rejoined the Virginia 
Beach law firm Poole, Brooke, Plumlee PC. 
Governor McDonnell sits on the Board of Delta 
Star, Inc. and several regional nonprofit boards, 
including the Hampton Roads Chamber of 
Commerce, Virginia Beach Sister Cit ies 
Associat ion, and the Samar i tan House 
Foundation.


He holds degrees from the University of Notre 
Dame, Boston University, and Regent University, 
and has served in national political leadership 
roles, including Chair of the Republican 

Governors Association and the Republican Attorneys General Association. He and his 
wife have five adult children and eight grandchildren.


 


CHERYL MCLESKEY:


Cheryl P. McLeskey is the President and Chief Executive Officer of McLeskey, a family-
owned commercial and residential real estate development and leasing company 
based in Virginia Beach. A licensed pilot, champion fisherman, and accomplished 
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swimmer, Cheryl’s drive and love of the ocean reflect the legacy of her father, a World 
War II frogman who helped clear the beaches of Normandy.


She leads a team of 30 professionals and oversees one of the region’s most diverse 
real-estate portfolios, including commercial projects, single-family and multi-family 
properties, marinas, charter operations, and significant undeveloped land holdings. 
Founded in the 1950s by her late husband, F. Wayne McLeskey Jr.—one of Virginia 
Beach’s most influential developers and a major civic benefactor—the company has 
long played a central role in shaping the city’s growth.


Since assuming leadership in 2012, 
Cheryl has continued this legacy through 
strategic development, community 
engagement, and philanthropy. She co-
f o u n d e d t h e M c L e s k e y F a m i l y 
Foundation, which supports numerous 
regional organizations, including the 
Virginia Aquarium, JT’s Camp Grom, 
International Cooperating Ministries, and 
the Military Aviation Museum, along with 
many charitable and civic causes across 
Hampton Roads.


 


LES WATSON: Legal Partner


Les Watson is a respected leader in the Virginia Beach golf and 
business community, widely recognized for his foundational 
role in bringing the original TPC Virginia Beach to life. Through 
years of relationship-building, advocacy, and groundwork—
including close ties with several senior executives at the PGA 
TOUR—Les helped create the conditions that ultimately 
convinced the TOUR to construct the championship course 
that became TPC Virginia Beach (now Virginia Beach National). 
His efforts were not peripheral; they were essential to the PGA 
TOUR’s decision to invest in the region.


A passionate and highly capable golfer himself, Les has long 
understood the game’s value as both a civic asset and an 
economic engine. His commitment to golf extends beyond 
facilities and infrastructure: he served as a past president of 
The First Tee, championing youth access to the game and 
helping establish the program as a durable, mission-driven 
resource for character development in the community.
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Les’s combination of vision, relationship-building, and long-standing leadership 
continues to benefit Virginia Beach. His behind-the-scenes influence helped bring 
world-class golf to the region, and his dedication to The First Tee and youth 
development remains a lasting part of his impact on the next generation of golfers and 
community leaders. 

OPERATIONS TEAM 

CHRIS DILLOW: PGA Golf Professional  

Chris Dillow, PGA,  is a two-time MAPGA Youth Development Professional of the Year 
nominee (2024 & 2025) and a leading figure in junior golf across the Mid-Atlantic. From 
2023 to 2025, he hosted over 1,000 junior golfers through PGA Junior Camps, 
Leagues, and Tournaments, and has served as the PGA Professional Host for Drive, 
Chip & Putt Local Qualifying since 2018. He leads four annual USKids Hampton Roads 
events, has coached multiple MAPGA Junior Girl Players of the Year, and developed 
numerous NCAA scholarship golfers. Chris also founded the Peninsula chapter of PGA 
HOPE, providing free golf programs for Veterans, and is the 2021 MAPGA Southern 
Chapter Champion.

 


DAVE MARCUS: Golf Course Superintendent / Director of Agronomy 


David Marcus is a Class “A” Superintendent and 22-year member of the Golf Course 
Superintendents Association of America (GCSAA), with over 33 years of experience in 
the golf industry. Throughout his distinguished career, he has served in key roles across 
a variety of properties, bringing leadership, precision, and a deep commitment to 
agronomic excellence.


Widely respected within the golf course maintenance and turf management community, 
David pairs decades of hands-on experience with a passion for sustainability and high-
quality playing conditions—making him a trusted leader in every environment he 
oversees.
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LESTER GEORGE: Golf Design Partner



 

 







CONCEPT PLANS 
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May 2004

March 2025

Dilution of the iconic  Pete Dye golf course design over the years. 
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RFP #ED-25-04 for VBNGC 
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